
1

As alluring as it is comfortable, the Strap Sofa by Thomas Pheasant is appealing from all angles.
Baker | McGuire
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Au Courant
Contemporary

By Tanya Zager Chisholm

The challenge: Create a sleek, modern space that is also warm 
and energetic. From living to dining, kitchens to baths, these 

contemporary rooms trade trendy for timeless. 

As alluring as it is comfortable, the Strap Sofa by Thomas Pheasant is appealing from all angles.
Baker | McGuire

https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/baker-i-mcguire
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STATEMENT PIECES  
Cool and laid back, each of these pieces embody an easy sense of confidence and feature well 
as a focal point in your space.

1.  Mathilda chair by Patricia Urquiola for 
Moroso, Italcasa

2.  Rousseau Grande Ten-Light Articulating 
Chandelier in bronze with etched crystal 
lenses by Kelly Wearstler for Visual Comfort, 
City Lights Detroit

3.  Squished Bowls by Global Views,  
Baker | McGuire, CAI Designs, Decoroom 

4.  Rift sofa by Patricia Urquiola for Moroso, 
Italcasa

5.  Lorna extra-large arc floor lamp in polished 
nickel by AERIN for Visual Comfort,  
City Lights Detroit  

6.  Hana Wingback armchair by Simone 
Bonanni, Italcasa      

7.  Bergen Series 1 & 2 commercial art quality 
print by Wendover Art Group,  
CAI Designs

1.

5.

6. 7.

2.

3.

4.

https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/italcasa-design
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/city-lights-detroit-visual-comfort-gallery
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/baker-i-mcguire
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/italcasa-design
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/cai-designs
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/decoroom
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/city-lights-detroit-visual-comfort-gallery
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/italcasa-design
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/cai-designs
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1.  Interlace Expandable Chandelier in matte 
black by Peter Bristol for Visual Comfort,  
City Lights Detroit

2.  Micro Moons Bianco Dolomiti Mosaic mixed 
finish stone tile by Artistic Tile, Beaver Tile & 
Stone

3.  Hana armchair by Simone Bonanni, Italcasa 
4.  Strap sofa by Thomas Pheasant for Baker, 

Baker | McGuire
5.  Murano Saturn mirror and Odeon Cabinet by 

Thomas Pheasant for Baker, Baker | McGuire

6.  Baxter bar cart by Ashley Childers for Global 
Views, Baker | McGuire, CAI Designs, Decoroom

7.  Airel table lamp by Regina Andrew,  
CAI Designs, Decoroom, Lighting Resource 
Studio      

8.  Sketch Pad rug in white/black by Tufenkian,  
The Ghiordes Knot

9.  Vortex expandable cocktail table by Elite 
Modern, Designer Group Collection

10.  Guardian vases in black by Global Views,  
Baker | McGuire, CAI Designs, Decoroom

MINIMAL TO THE MAX  
Innovative products such as a cocktail table that mechanistically expands like a fine timepiece 
and a light fixture that extends with a gentle touch are two of the many examples of these 
minimalist products with a hint of maximilist flair.

1. 3.

4.

8. 9. 10.

6.
7.

5.

2.

https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/baker-i-mcguire
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/cai-designs
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/beaver-tile-and-stone
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/beaver-tile-and-stone
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/city-lights-detroit-visual-comfort-gallery
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/baker-i-mcguire
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/decoroom
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/lighting-resource-studio
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/lighting-resource-studio
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/ghiordes-knot
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/italcasa-design
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/designer-group-collection
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/cai-designs
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/baker-i-mcguire
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/baker-i-mcguire
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/decoroom
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/cai-designs
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/decoroom
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

STONE COLD SOPHISTICATION  

1.  Color Palette Pebbles porcelain tiles in noon 
and evening, Cercan Tile

2.  Soffitta Field Series porcelain tile in grey,  
Ann Sacks 

3.  Mia Field Series marble tile, Ann Sacks 

4.  Bathroom by Gardner Builders 
5.  LIBRA kitchen collection by Scavolini, 

Scavolini Store Detroit

https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/cercan-tile-inc
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/gardner-builders
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/scavolini-store-detroit
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/ann-sacks
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/ann-sacks
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On the Bright Side

7

After extensive smoke damage, 
a once dark and closed-in 
traditional Tuscan-style home 
receives an ocean-inspired 
makeover with aquatic hues and 
a sun-drenched brilliance.
By Tanya Zager Chisholm
Interiors: Armina Kasprowicz, Armina Interiors
Photos: Martin Vecchio

This contemporary guest bathroom with its clean lines and bleached backdrop features 
tiles so dazzlingly blue, you’ll feel as though you’re walking on water. Tile: Ann Sacks; 

Mirror and light fixture: Lighting Resource Studio; Wallpaper: Rozmallin

https://www.michigandesign.com/designers/armina-interiors
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/lighting-resource-studio
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/rozmallin
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/ann-sacks
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OUT OF THE ASHES  
Following a devastating fire, Armina Kasprowicz, principal designer at Armina 
Interiors in Rochester Hills, received a call from her clients that their 5,000 square-
foot home sustained extensive smoke damage. “After we surveyed the destruction, 
we determined that this would be the perfect opportunity to overhaul the whole 
house,” Kasprowicz explained. “We could expand areas that weren’t working for 
the clients’ lifestyle, as well as put underused exterior spaces to use.” 

The original interior design included traditional, dark wood beams and an array 
of  antique French pieces the clients purchased during their travels. “I worked with 
these clients before on another project, so I knew they were looking for more of  
an open-air, ocean-inspired atmosphere,” the designer says. Kasprowicz replaced 
the wooden door at the entrance of  the home and installed windows and a glass 
door. “The home originally had small windows and the entry wasn’t open at all,” 
she says. “I wanted to break down the indoor/outdoor barrier, so I selected a glass 
front door that reveals a view of  the back yard even when you walk up the stairs.” 

Painted by the homeowner’s mother, colorful palm trees welcome guests entering 
the foyer. Table: CAI Designs; Rug: Chatham House Lifestyle Gallery

https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/chatham-house-lifestyle-gallery-verellen-boutique
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/cai-designs
https://www.michigandesign.com/designers/armina-interiors
https://www.michigandesign.com/designers/armina-interiors
https://www.michigandesign.com/designers/armina-interiors
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INCANDESCENT KITCHEN  
With this open and airy objective in mind, the designer continued to remove 
barriers including one of  the kitchen walls, replacing it with glass doors that access 
the patio and pool. Additionally, the room is benefitted by three new windows, and 
there’s even a little bench beneath one of  them where guests can chat with the 
cook while preparing a meal. “Because of  the damage, we had to rip everything 
out – nothing is original,” the designer explained. “A pan ceiling was added and 
the window openings were changed.” The designer chose porcelain for the floor, 
island, and backsplash for its ease and luminosity. “We wanted to keep everything 
neutral and light, and the wood gives the space a little bit of  warmth, which I love,” 
Kasprowicz noted.

This custom kitchen with white oak cabinets and a porcelain island features simple lines and 
allows the sun to shine through from every angle. Counter stool fabric: Schumacher; 

Bench cushion fabric: Kravet/Lee Jofa/Brunschwig & Fils; Island chandeliers:
Lighting Resource Studio; Window shade: Tennant & Associates

https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/kravet-lee-jofa-brunschwig-fils
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/tennant-associates
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/lighting-resource-studio
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/schumacher
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The kitchen seamlessly flows into the adjacent dining room. 
Counter stool fabric: Schumacher; Island chandeliers: Lighting Resource Studio; 

Window shade and wallcovering: Tennant & Associates

https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/schumacher
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/lighting-resource-studio
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/tennant-associates


11

DINING SEASIDE  
Beyond the kitchen, a chic dining room is dressed in aquatic shades and driftwood 
tones. Kasprowicz seamlessly repeated the kitchen’s color palette through 
wallcoverings that evoke a rolling tide. “We wanted a sophisticated organic feel 
throughout the home, so we opted for colors outside the expected turquoise 
spectrum,” she explained.

Bedecked in watery tones, the dining room has an elevated casual atmosphere.
Drapery fabric: Kravet/Lee Jofa/Brunschwig & Fils; Wallcovering: Tennant & Associates; 

Table, chairs, and sideboard: CAI Designs; Rug: The Ghiordes Knot

https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/kravet-lee-jofa-brunschwig-fils
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/cai-designs
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/ghiordes-knot
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/tennant-associates
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GET-TOGETHER GO-TO  
The designer created a new seating area with a comfortable sectional and two 
sofas for the family and guests to enjoy. The space includes a bespoke cabinet that 
houses a built-in refrigerator and room for bar accoutrements. “One of  the owners 
is a big sports fan and they both love to entertain as well,” Kasprowicz says. “This 
living room offers additional space for get-togethers or simply gather to watch 
television.” 

A tailor-made solution was devised to house the television so that it wasn’t simply 
hanging on the wall. “We had a specific wall area that had limited depth to hang 
the television, and I didn’t want to use a media cabinet because it just wouldn’t 
look right,” she says. “The cabinetry becomes the focal area, not the television. 
And when they aren’t watching it, they can even digitally display a piece of  art.” 

This family room is a cozy space for the family to gather for a little tv time.
Sectional sofa fabric: Tennant & Associates; Coffee table: CAI Designs; 

Ceiling fan: Lighting Resource Studio

https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/tennant-associates
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/cai-designs
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/lighting-resource-studio
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A first floor powder room features a striking marble sink, while a corner vingette of the living 
space boasts tropical motifs and a custom cabinet that hides a built-in wine refrigerator. 

Mirror: CAI Designs; Lighting: City Lights Detroit; Wallcovering: Rozmallin

https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/city-lights-detroit-visual-comfort-gallery
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/cai-designs
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/rozmallin


14

SUNNY DELIGHT  
The original primary bathroom with its traditional dark wood finishes, two 
separate vanities, and small shower did not meet the homeowners’ lifestyle and 
needs. In keeping with Kasprowicz’s design objectives to keep the interiors modern 
and fresh, she redesigned the bathroom with bright white tile, maximized natural 
light, and combined the his and her vanities. “The new bathroom has an airy feel,” 
she says. “By using floating cabinets, light tones, and stone that has a reflective 
finish with a bit of  sparkle, it feels like the space doubled in size.”

Dual vanities are separated by a seated counter and window with brilliant natural light.
Lighting: City Lights Detroit; Marble backsplash: Ann Sacks; 

Mirrors: Lighting Resource Studio, CAI Designs

https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/lighting-resource-studio
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/city-lights-detroit-visual-comfort-gallery
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/cai-designs
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/ann-sacks
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When it came to the guest suites, the clients requested the designer create spaces to 
reflect their grown children who come to visit. “This bedroom and bathroom suite 
is sunny and fun,” she enthused. “The pops of  yellow against the white is modern 
and fresh.” The bold yellow in the drapery and magnificent shower tile certainly 
commands attention. She paired the vivid colors with sleek white vanities in the 
bathroom and porcelain-toned walls. To add warmth to the space, the designer 
included white oak and rafia finishes. In a nod to the blue hues carried throughout 
the home, a cobalt mirror in the bedroom complements the finished design.

A delightful sunflower motif creates a radiant atmosphere while sunwashed finishes 
keep everthing light and bright. Drapery fabric: Decoroom

https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/decoroom
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This cheerful bathroom with its vibrant yellow tile, is certain to keep your 
spirits aloft, even on cloudy days. 

Shower tile: Cercan Tile; Mirror: CAI Designs

https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/cai-designs
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/cercan-tile-inc
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An outdoor kitchen allows for alfresco dining overlooking the patio and pool. 
Ceiling fan and outdoor lighting: Lighting Resource Studio

https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/lighting-resource-studio
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“Whether it’s for a 
solitary moment to enjoy 

a cup of coffee, or to 
gather a crowd for a 

pool party, this outdoor 
space has it all.” 

Armina Kasprowicz

https://www.michigandesign.com/designers/armina-interiors
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ELEVATED ENTERTAINMENT  
When the renovations began, the designer set her sights on improving the client’s 
pool area. Formerly located at ground level with a jacuzzi awkwardly placed 
nearby, it didn’t welcome much use. Kasprowicz’s innovative solution was to 
raise the pool one story, add an outdoor kitchen, and an open entertainment 
space. “This is where I started,” the designer explained. “During warmer months, 
the clients enjoy spending time outdoors.” The size of  the pool area remained 
the same, but she elevated it to the first floor – creating an infinity pool – and 
developing a centralized space for recreation and relaxation. The area opens 
further with the addition of  retracting glass walls in the kitchen and living room, 
fostering a biophilic synergy between the spaces.

Glass doors in the kitchen retract for some evening ambiance. 
Outdoor lighting: Lighting Resource Studio; Coffee table: Baker | McGuire, CAI Designs, 

Decoroom; Outdoor fabrics: Kravet/Lee Jofa/Brunschwig & Fils

https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/baker-i-mcguire
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/cai-designs
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/decoroom
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/lighting-resource-studio
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/kravet-lee-jofa-brunschwig-fils
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When looking back on her design process for the project, the designer takes a 
relaxed approach. “Cookie cutter perfection shouldn’t be the goal when decorating 
your spaces,” she advises. “The house is a product, and the home is a process. 
You create it with love, care, and personality – you then fill it with memories and 
experiences.” The owners of  this revitalized retreat certainly have a sensational 
backdrop to fulfill such sentiments.

With a stroke of genius, the designer raised the pool from the first floor 
resulting in a stunning infinity effect.
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Spellbinding
Transformations

Are you considering making some home improvements, but 
don’t know what you’re looking for? Or even where to begin? 

We asked some of the best interior designers in the business to 
share a transformative renovation that will help to get your creative 

gears in motion. After touring these spaces, large and small, we think 
the urge to get started on your own project will be irresistible!

By Tanya Zager Chisholm
Photo by Brett Mountain
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FOREVER HOME | Concetti  
This 1950s River House Co-Op located off Jefferson Avenue in Detroit, 
was ready for some TLC when the current resident purchased it from 
the heirs of  the original owner. “Our client wanted some way to honor 
the life of  the previous owner,” Detroit-based Concetti Lead Designer 
Taylor Morgan revealed. “When we learned that her favorite flower was 
a rhododendron, we combined those hues with the subtle pink tones that 
pour in through the massive windows every morning as inspiration for 
the color palette.” 

In tribute to the original owner, a lovely rhododendron print takes pride-of-place 
in this newly renovated Co-Op. Photo by Brett Mountain.

https://www.michigandesign.com/designers/concetti
https://www.michigandesign.com/designers/concetti
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With long term plans for the home, the new homeowner 
had specific requests that required simplicity and 
authenticity, resulting in lovely Scandinavian-inspired 
interiors. “The goal was to create a serene sanctuary for our 
client to age in place,” Morgan says. “We kept the original 
footprint of the existing rooms which included the living 
room, kitchen, bedroom, office, and bathroom, but we 
completely gutted everything to create some much-needed 
updates after 70 years.” One feature of this space includes 
large windows that run the length of the living room and 
kitchen. “Our client didn’t want a computer or a television,” 
the designer explained. “Therefore, all the furniture in 
every room is positioned so that the gorgeous outdoor view 
is the main focal point. Whenever there was a wall opposite 
a window, we’d add a mirror so that the view was reflected 
to the homeowner from every perspective.”

The new living area is soft and serene and is literally a room with a view as it overlooks 
a tranquil marina below. Photo by Brett Mountain.

Ready for a fresh start, this living 
area and enclosed kitchen were 
about to rise to their full potential.

BEFORE
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The former kitchen with its basic countertops and 
appliances was ready for a refresh. Now, this easy living 
kitchen features natural wood floors, leathered Fantasy 
Brown granite counter tops, and cabinets draped in a soft 
moss hue that blends seamlessly with a new dining area. 

“We extended the footprint of the kitchen all the way to 
the left of the windows, augmenting storage and giving the 
feeling of a more open, cohesive space,” Morgan says.

Panels that once capped the end of the kitchen were removed, opening the area as well 
as allowing space for a storage cabinet and a contemporary dining room. 

Photo by Brett Mountain.

The former kitchen was furnished 
with ordinary-looking cabinets and 
finishes that lacked personality.

BEFORE
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The worn tile, plumbing, and vanity in 
this bathroom served their time and 
were ready for retirement.

BEFORE

The previous bathroom was 
a mishmash of  different eras 
and eager to move into the 
current millennium. Due to 
condominium association 
constraints, the footprint of  the 
room remained the same, but 
bears little resemblance to the 
original. The only item that 
remained in situ was the tub. 

“We gutted the entire bathroom 
replacing the floor tile, wall 
tile, wallpaper, plumbing 
fixtures, and lighting fixtures,” 
the designer explained. “This 
ended up being a huge project 
because all the walls were 
poured concrete. So even just 
updating the fixtures was a big 
task.”
 
Morgan reduced an extensive 
area of  wallpaper and replaced 
it with a contemporary songbird 
pattern called A-Twitter 
by Schumacher. The chic 
bathroom floor tile is composed 
of  Georgia pink, or Etowah 
marble adorned with mosaics 
between each piece and the 
pendants have marble sockets 
tying the elements together. 

“The overall project took 
approximately one year from 
concept to implementation,” 
she says.

Wallcovering: Schumacher

Brilliant white tile, exquisite marble 
floors, and gleaming gold fixtures 
harmonize to stunning effect in this 
renovated bathroom. Photo by 
Brett Mountain.

https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/schumacher
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DEEP CLEAN
| Cynthia Evans Interiors  
This kitchen once clad 
in dark tones, received a 
metaphorical deep clean after 
Birmingham-based Principal 
Designer Cynthia Evans, of  
Cynthia Evans Interiors finished 
with it. “The objective for 
this Birmingham home was 
to create a larger, brighter 
kitchen that was more user 
friendly,” the designer says. 
To open the space, Evans 
commandeered a larger closet 
behind the existing range, 
and relocated a window to 
create balance over the sink 
area. To visually increase the 
height of  the room, tile was 
added over the window and 
select cabinets were raised 
to the ceiling. “The client 
also wanted a separate space 
for a coffee station as well 
as seating,” Evans says. She 
accomplished this by creating 
several designated areas in 
the kitchen for cooking, food 
prep, and washing up. “We 
installed a prep sink inside 
the island which increased the 
width of  the island as well as 
allowed for extra versatility,” 
she says. A peninsula located 
on a neighboring wall rounds 
out the area, allowing ample 
seating for this family-friendly 
kitchen. The homeowners were 

looking for a kitchen that 
was lighter and more 
user friendly.BEFORE

With clean white tones and reflective surfaces, the resulting kitchen 
definitely fit the homeowner’s brief. Photos by Hayden Stinebaugh.

https://www.michigandesign.com/designers/cynthia-evans-interiors
https://www.michigandesign.com/designers/cynthia-evans-interiors
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BEFORE

The designer’s thoughtful design allowed for more workspace
and storage. No more backpacks on the doorknob! Photos by 
Hayden Stinebaugh. 

“The objective for this area located at the back entry of  the 
home was to create a multipurpose room with lockers, laundry 
facilities, and storage for cleaning items,” Evans says. “We added 
a stackable washer and dryer and placed them inside custom 
cabinetry near the entry to allow for a large workspace and 
storage.” The designer also added bespoke lockers with areas 
above and below to stow shoes, sporting goods, and other family 
essentials, creating a room that is now organized and functional.

The room formerly needed 
efficient space planning to 
meet the varied needs of the 
homeowners and their family. 
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PRETTY IN PINK | Heather Duggan Interiors  
Once a dull utilitarian bathroom, this space received a 
makeover from head-to-toe where the only thing remaining 
from the original room was the location of the plumbing. “I 
wanted an unexpected, glamorous powder room,” explains 
Heather Duggan, principal designer from Heather Duggan 
Interiors located in Troy. “I fell in love with this Fabricut 
wallpaper and knew it was a perfect fit for this space.” 
According to the designer, it’s now referred to as the “Pink 
Barbie Bathroom.” “The size of the area stayed the same, 
but we raised the ceiling and hand-painted it with gold 
leaf,” Duggan noted. After a dramatic makeover, the new 
bathroom is gilded and feminine.

Wallcovering: Designer Furniture Services + Fabrics
Light fixtures: City Lights Detroit

An ugly duckling no more. The new bathroom is ready for her close-up, Mr. DeMille. 

This basic bathroom was begging 
for a glamorous makeover.

BEFORE

https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/city-lights-detroit-visual-comfort-gallery
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/designer-furniture-services-fabrics
https://www.michigandesign.com/designers/heather-duggan-interiors
https://www.michigandesign.com/designers/heather-duggan-interiors
https://www.michigandesign.com/designers/heather-duggan-interiors
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SNOW WHITE & SECRET 
CHAMBERS
|  Schaerer Architextural 
Interiors   

Renovated in 2020, the owner of 
this Franklin home was looking for 
a clean slate when they reached out 
to Schaerer Architextural Interiors to 
update their classic Tudor-style home 
built in 1979. “The homeowner was 
interested in refreshing the color 
palette, replacing dark reds and bold 
colors that were popular decades 
ago,” Lona Battishill director of 
design at the Bloomfield-based 
firm says. “When we discussed the 
kitchen design, the client really 
wanted to incorporate the original 
slate floor, but in the end, became 
resigned to the fact that it didn’t fit 
into her overall vision.” Ultimately, 
the slate was replaced by wide-plank 
oak flooring.

Other big changes included 
relocating the range and hood and 
installing a hidden prep kitchen. 

“The client is an enthusiastic cook 
and baker and requested extra room 
for preparation and storage off the 
main kitchen,” Battishill explained. 
This was achieved by requisitioning a 
portion of an office abutting a corner 
of the kitchen. “The new area is a 
cook’s dream which includes a steam 
oven, refrigeration drawers, ample 
storage, and a panel-ready hidden 
coffee station,” she elaborated. The 
final result masterfully incorporates 
all the client’s functional needs 
and marries these exigencies with 
impeccable design.

Gleaming white cabinets and polished marble work together 
to give this kitchen a bright and open atmosphere. 

A home cook’s dream, this hidden prep kitchen has all the 
room one needs to store appliances that tend to clutter a 
kitchen and tackle messy tasks away from guest’s view.

The homeowner’s 
goal was to trade 
in her dark kitchen 
for a luminous new 
space with more 
room and efficiency.

BEFORE

https://www.michigandesign.com/designers/schaerer-architextural-interiors
https://www.michigandesign.com/designers/schaerer-architextural-interiors
https://www.michigandesign.com/designers/schaerer-architextural-interiors
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The original bathroom with its 
small vanities, deck-mounted 
tub, and awkward fireplace were 
stylistically past their prime. 
And unbeknownst to everyone, 
this space was hiding a secret… 

“The homeowner asked for an 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) compliant accessible design 
for this bathroom,” Battishill 
says. “During the renovation, we 
removed the odd fireplace, only to 
discover it concealed a vast area 
behind it.” This newfound square 
footage, along with an adjacent 
unused powder room and entrance, 
allowed the designer to create an 
expansive shower that met the 
homeowner’s needs, complete with 
a radiant-heat shower bench and 
marble flooring and walls. 

Battishill and her team replaced 
two small vanities with one 
larger vanity that had more 
storage and modern conveniences. 

“The homeowner was looking 
for cabinetry and a vanity 
that resembled furniture,” the 
designer says. “This allowed us 
the opportunity to install power 
outlets in the drawers and cabinets; 
keeping the counter free and 
clear.” The outcome exudes a light 
and airy atmosphere that will age 
gracefully.

A voluminous shower was installed as well as a free-standing 
bathtub that fits inside the original bay window so perfectly 
that the serendipity couldn’t be overlooked.

Single vanities were exchanged with cabinetry that resembles 
fine furniture.

Hidden behind 
the original 
bathroom’s 
underutilized 
fireplace was 
a vast area of 
newfound square 
footage.



The boys – who range in age from 11 to 17 – share a common interest in gaming and 
various pop-culture collectibles, which are showcased in the built-in displays.

Custom rugs: The Ghiordes Knot; Lighting: City Lights Detroit; Sofa fabric: Pindler; 
Chair fabric: Designer Furniture Services + Fabrics

GAME ON!
A young family of five converts their home’s underused 

lower level into a fully functional flat for their 
three adolescent boys. 

By Craig Argenti
Interiors: Jane Synnestvedt Interior Design

Photos: Beth Singer
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https://www.michigandesign.com/designers/jane-synnestvedt-interior-design-inc
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/ghiordes-knot
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/city-lights-detroit-visual-comfort-gallery
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/designer-furniture-services-fabrics
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/pindler
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The centrally located computer room 
features three gaming PCs, all custom 
built by the eldest son.
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When the homeowners of  this four-level estate decided to repurpose their entire 
lower level, it was imperative that each of  their three sons had a space of  his own 
surrounded by the things they love most. The space – which previously housed a 
Pilates studio, pool table, and several storage rooms – was not conducive for the 
busy family’s current lifestyle. “The project, which was a collaboration with John 
DePorre Building, began when everyone was still sheltering in place,” explained 
Martin Bell, Creative Director at Jane Synnestvedt Interior Design. “The parents 
were working from home and the boys were schooling remotely as well. The two 
youngest boys were sharing a room, so the need to create their own separate spaces 
was at an all-time high.”  

Custom rugs: The Ghiordes Knot; Lighting: City Lights Detroit; Sofa fabric: Pindler; 
Chair fabric: Designer Furniture Services + Fabrics

The main lounge area and adjacent kitchenette are popular 
weekend gathering spots for the boys and their friends.

https://www.michigandesign.com/designers/jane-synnestvedt-interior-design-inc
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/designer-furniture-services-fabrics
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/ghiordes-knot
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/city-lights-detroit-visual-comfort-gallery
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/pindler
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To further cement the space as a summertime recreational retreat for the boys and 
their friends, an in-ground pool is located directly outside the kitchenette’s walk-out 
sliding doors. For this reason, durable surfaces were an absolute must. “We opted 
for anti-microbial porcelain tile and performance fabrics that could stand up to the 
chlorine and salt from the pool,” said Principal Designer Jane Synnestvedt. “The 
boys also use this space for arts and crafts, so it was important to select materials 
that can be easily cleaned without damaging the surface.”  

Porcelain floor tile: Cercan Tile; Bench fabric: Designer Furniture Services + Fabrics

Aside from dining, the kitchenette’s custom crafts table is often used for board 
games, building Legos, and other tabletop role-playing games.

https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/designer-furniture-services-fabrics
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/cercan-tile-inc
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TO EACH THEIR OWN 

“We wanted the bedrooms to be very personal 
to each of  the young men,” said Bell. “We had 
all three complete a questionnaire to determine 
their favorites colors, interests, and hobbies.” 
The designers used these questionnaires to 
develop mood boards for each son to visualize 
their individual personalities. The youngest 
son is a collector of  KAWS figurines and has 
an extensive sneaker collection. “The KAWS 
framed puzzles on each side of  the bed and the 
yellow Nike shoes acted as the main inspirational 
drive for this room,” added Bell. He also enjoys 
constructing Lego models, so several of  his 
completed sets can be seen on display.

The youngest son’s bedroom, which overlooks the home’s lush gardens and pool, 
was heavily influenced by his admiration of pop-culture artist KAWS. 

Mood Board for this bedroom
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All of  the boys’ bedrooms were fitted with an LED lighting system which can 
be controlled through an app on their phones. “We sourced the crown molding 
lighting and illuminated acrylic shelves from a company that specializes in 
professional stage displays for touring bands,” explained Martin. “Not only can 
the boys alter the color, they can adjust the beat and rythym of  the illumination 
to sync with audio.” 

A blue racing stripe makes an impressive impact as it perfectly 
lines up with the custom upholstered bed.
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The lower level’s previous layout had a great 
deal of  idle storage space that was repurposed to 
create the two older boys’ bedrooms. The middle 
son is an avid fan of  the tabletop fantasy role 
playing game, Magic: The Gathering, so the artwork 
above his bed features dramatic scenes from 
popular playing cards in the series. He also loves 
to paint skateboard decks and has even found 
a lucrative market for this unique expression of  
art. “One of  his custom painted skateboards was 
actually purchased by recording artist Drake,” 
adds Martin. “He’s a remarkably talented young 
man and I think it is amazing that one of  the 
most notable rappers today has sought after a 
14-year old’s custom decks!”

The middle son’s bedroom featured artwork from his favorite fantasy role-playing 
game and several of his custom painted skate decks.

Mood Board for this bedroom
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“The oldest son is more austere and very 
reserved,” explains Martin. “Many of  the 
furnishings in his room were pre-existing, but we 
updated the furniture with dark wood finishes 
and added complementing chrome hardware 
pulls.” Horizontal stripes were also used on the 
walls and custom cornice board to create the 
illusion of  more space. 

“The space is like their own three-bedroom 
apartment down there,” concludes Jane. In 
addition to their bedrooms, the computer room, 
lounge area, and kitchenette, the area also has a 
full bathroom and additional storage that is not 
pictured. “It truly is a young gamer’s paradise!”

The eldest son’s room is more sophisticated with a subtle approach to individual expression.

Mood Board for this bedroom

Custom cornice board: Decoroom; Rug: The Ghiordes Knot; Fabric: Tennant & Associates

https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/tennant-associates
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/decoroom
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/ghiordes-knot
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Sunrise to Sunset
By Tanya Zager Chisholm

From art to accents, and fabric to wallcovering — 
and even a pop of paint — take a cue from nature 

to add a little punch of color to your home 

Mood Board for this bedroom
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HERE COMES THE SUN  
As the sun peeks out above the horizon, the sky is filled with delicate notes of pink, yellow, 
orange, and purple. Capture that early morning essence with fabrics, wallcoverings, and 
accents with all the colors of daybreak.

1.  Marguerite embroidery pillow in blossom, 
Schumacher

2.  Sandor Stripe embroidery pillow in magenta, 
Schumacher

3.  Sun Rise hand block pillow in rose and 
copper, Schumacher 

4.  Mirage Sherbert Sunset wall mural on white 
manila hemp, by Phillip Jeffries, Tennant & 
Associates

5.  Patina fabric in golden, Pindler  
6.  Crystal Flower, Peony, Prosperous Heart, 

Prosperous World in gold red clear by Liuli, 
KIA Interior Design      

7.  “Another Day of Sun 1” artwork,  
CAI Designs

1.

6.

7.

2.
3.

4.

5.

https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/schumacher
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/schumacher
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/schumacher
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/tennant-associates
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/tennant-associates
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/pindler
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/cai-designs
https://www.michigandesign.com/design-studios/kia-interior-design
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1.

2. 3. 4.

1.  Beat Rhythmic wall mural on cotton canvas 
linen by Phillip Jeffries, Tennant & Associates

2.  Flight Sunrise (clouds only) wall mural on 
cotton canvas linen by Phillip Jeffries, 
Tennant & Associates

3.  Rhapsody Ravenala fabric by Osborne & 
Little, Rozmallin 

4.  Samal Camber natural shell wallcovering in 
vintage blush by Arte, Rozmallin

© Arte

https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/tennant-associates
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/tennant-associates
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/rozmallin
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/rozmallin
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INTO THE SUNSET  
As the sun makes its descent, it creates a dazzling light show for all to marvel. The saturated 
hues of the evening sky are sure to add drama to your space.

1.  Concord Grape paint by Sherwin Williams, 
Resource Center

2.  Kimono Violet paint by Sherwin Williams, 
Resource Center

3.  Show Stopper paint by Sherwin Williams, 
Resource Center 

4.  Orange paint by Benjamin Moore, Resource 
Center

5.  Orange Sky paint by Benjamin Moore, 
Resource Center

6.  Sun Porch paint by Benjamin Moore, 
Resource Center

1. 6.2. 3. 4. 5.

https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/resource-center
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/resource-center
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/resource-center
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/resource-center
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/resource-center
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/resource-center
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/resource-center
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1.  Virtuous Chrysanthemum sake glass (set of 
two) by Liuli, KIA Interior Design  

2.  Becker throw in natural and pink by Uniq’uity,  
Chatham House Lifestyle Gallery

3.  Whitaker fabric in marigold, Pindler      

4.  Pink Sea Urchin paperweight by Epiphany 
Glass, Ruth Casper Design Studio 

5.  “Red Sky” artwork, Kravet/Lee Jofa/
Brunschwig & Fils

5.

1.

4.

3.

2.

https://www.michigandesign.com/design-studios/kia-interior-design
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/chatham-house-lifestyle-gallery-verellen-boutique
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/pindler
https://www.michigandesign.com/design-studios/ruth-casper-design-studio-llc
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/kravet-lee-jofa-brunschwig-fils
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/kravet-lee-jofa-brunschwig-fils


1.

2. 3.

4. 5. 6.

1.  Samal Cubic natural shell wallcovering in 
burnt sienna by Arte, Rozmallin

2.  Keys Parish purple mosaic by Artistic Tile, 
Beaver Tile & Stone

3.  Zellige Turmeric field tile by Artistic Tile, 
Beaver Tile & Stone

4.  Varese Lambusa fabric in berry by Designers 
Guild, Rozmallin 

5.  Tahiti fabric in amethyst/emerald by Clarke & 
Clarke, Kravet/Lee Jofa/Brunschwig & Fils

6.  Desert Sunrise hand spun Tibetan wool rug 
by Tibet Rug Company, The Ghiordes Knot

© Arte
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https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/kravet-lee-jofa-brunschwig-fils
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/ghiordes-knot
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/rozmallin
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/rozmallin
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/beaver-tile-and-stone
https://www.michigandesign.com/showrooms/beaver-tile-and-stone
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